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ST. PETERSBURG — For
more than a quarter of a century, the Gibbs Gladiator
Alumni Association has been
celebrating extraordinary athletes and inducting them into
the Gladiator Hall of Fame. Earlier this year, 16 outstanding
athletes were honored for athleticism.
The ceremony took place
days before the passing of Minson Rubin, Gibbs Gladiator
Alumni Association, Inc. president. He spent countless hours
ensuring that the legacy of
Gibbs High School would never
be forgotten.
Johnny Archer
Graduating in 1968, Johnny
Archer gained the respect of
his coaches as a football player,
which resulted in him playing
in every game on offense and
special teams. He made his
mark during his senior year,
starting at tight end on offense,
safety on defense and player on
every special teams play. He
was the most valuable player
for homecoming.

COMMUNITY
NEWS

college, he worked as an engineer for Honeywell Aerospace
Division in St. Pete. He also
worked for Computer Science
Corporation-Trevose, PA and
Harris Corporation in Palm
Beach.
After 14 years in the industry, he decided to start his own
construction company, J.
Archer Enterprises, Inc. He is a
state-certified building and roofing contractor, specializing in
new home construction and reroofing. In 2004, he published a
novel entitled “Born to Lust.”
Of all of his accomplishments, his true joy is helping
and mentoring family and
friends.
Archie Boston
Born in Clewiston, Fla., in
1943, Archie Boston was the cocaptain of the Gibbs Gladiator
Football team. He was a twoway starter, playing offensive
end and defense outside linebacker. He was also a starter in
the Senior Bowl in Tampa.
After graduating, Boston
went on to attend Chouinard
Art Institute, where he graduated in 1965 with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree. He moved to
Los Angeles and pursued a career in graphic design. In 1962,
he and his brother started their
own advertising agency, Boston
& Boston, one of the first
African-American owned advertising agencies.
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Archer also led the team in
receptions and reception
yardage and ran for the longest
touchdown in Gibbs High
School history. He was
awarded the Frisch’s Bid Boy
Honors and voted All-County
Honorable Mentions.
After graduating, Archer enrolled at Florida A&M University, where he graduated in
1972 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Mathematics. After

Archie Boston
With extensive experience
in graphic design, advertising,
and education, Boston worked
in advertising for 12 years before moving to academia at California State University Long

Beach, where he spent more
than three decades teaching at
the School of Art.
Boston has been a consistent award winner in distinguished shows such as the
Communication Arts, and Art
Direction Magazine shows,
Western Art Director’s show,
the Los Angeles Belding
Awards and the New York, San
Francisco and Los Angeles Art
Directors Club shows.
Since his retirement in
2005, Boston returned to the
Tampa Bay area, where he and
his family split their time between Los Angles and Lutz.
Martin B. Campbell
In the fall of 1945, 14-yearold Martin Campbell entered
ninth grade with good size and
excellent abilities. He excelled
in sports, making the basketball
team as a starting guard for the
Gladiators. He also played football, and during the 1946 season, moved to fullback and led
the team in scoring.
As a senior, he moved to the
position of tackle and became
co-captain. During the season,
he won 11 games, lost none,
tied one and was unscored
upon. He won All-State honors
and was pursued by college
teams with scholarship offers.
Campbell chose Fisk University in Nashville, Tenn.,
where he excelled in football.
He served in the U.S. Army
from 1952-54 during the Korean War. While serving in Germany, he was deployed into the
All-European Theater — an
area of heavy fighting across
Europe. He continued to play
football.
Campbell graduated from
Fisk in 1952 and the University
of Iowa with a degree in physical therapy in 1958.
Carolyn Harrell
Born in Thomasville, Ga., in
1958, Carolyn Harrell actually
starting her high school education out as a Boca Ciega Pirate,
where she started playing basketball. Once she transferred to
Gibbs, she became one of the
starting five of the Gladiator

ST. PETERSBURG – The recent press release by Mayor Rick
Kriseman regarding the impending development at the site of the
old police complex is good news
on two fronts.
It announced the mixed-use
complex slated for the site and the
upcoming monument for the
Courageous Twelve, a group of
African-American police officers
responsible for the full integration
of the St. Petersburg Police Department. Their lawsuit changed
the face of law enforcement in St.
Pete, the Tampa Bay area, the
State of Florida and the nation.
Mayor Kriseman and the Edge
Central Development group are to
be commended for their collaboration on the project and the Courageous
Twelve
Monument.
Recognizing the monument commemorating the historic civil
rights accomplishment of the 12
African-American officers, Mayor
Kriseman stated they would be
“properly honored and remembered for as long as the sun shines
on our great city.”
A principal in the Edge Central
Development alliance, Jay Miller,
speaking on behalf of the group,
reported he and his partners are
excited about the project and
pleased to “honor the historic crusade of the Courageous Twelve.”
Miller stated they are looking forward to working with the arts
community to create transformational art that informs the community.
The former police headquarters at 1300 First Ave. N is the address where the Courageous
Twelve worked. It is the site of the
Edge Group’s new development
project and the Courageous
Twelve monument — how fitting?
A memorial commemorating their
struggle and their ultimate victory
will be erected at the site of the
original injustices and pain — a
brilliant move by the mayor and
the Edge Central Group.

See GIBBS, page 10

See MONUMENT, page 2

Goliath J. Davis
BY GOLIATH J. DAVIS, III, PH.D.
Contributor
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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Kudos to Kriseman and the Edge Central
Development Group
MONUMENT, from front page

The Courageous 12
I am sure Leon Jackson, the last surviving
member of the Courageous Twelve, is pleased
with the announcement,
and I imagine family
members of the other 11
deceased members are
also pleased. The mayor
has found a way to honor
those 12 heroes at a
prominent site where the
community will live, shop
and conduct business.
Four officers in the
City of Tampa were recently recognized for taking the Courageous
Twelve blueprint and utilizing it to fully integrate
the Tampa Police Department. I am sure they will
also be honored with a
monument sometime in
the future. All four officers are currently living,

and I pray their recognition will come soon.
One of the byproducts of the Black Lives
Matter Movement has
been the removal of statues of Civil War generals
and others associated
with racism and discrimination. Ironically, the
Courageous
Twelve
waged
war
against
racism and injustice and
at a time when monuments that celebrate
those who fought to preserve these wrongs are
being taken down. We
are witness to the development of a monument
to commemorate the
eradication of racial injustice in American law enforcement.
St. Petersburg is
justly proud of the Coura-

geous Twelve and stands
in awe of their tireless
struggle to secure justice
at the risk of great harm
and peril. We must never
forget their families and
their commitment to support their loved ones in
the pursuit of justice they
also valued.
The soon-to-be-created and erected monument is not just a fitting
tribute but a vivid reminder that we all should
remain vigilant as we
journey to secure liberty
and justice for all.
Hats off to Mayor
Kriseman and the Edge
Central
Development
Group, and a gigantic
thank you to the Courageous Twelve and their
families.

CEA host back-to-school giveaway

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISPOSE OF
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is in receipt of an offer from Exact
Architects to develop ±18,540 sq. ft. of city-owned property approximately
located at 1120 – 16th Street South, St. Petersburg Florida 33705, and located
within the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area. A copy
of the offer can be obtained from the City of St. Petersburg, Municipal
Services Center, Real Estate & Property Management Department,
9th Floor, One - 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 or on the
City’s website: www.stpete.org/realestate
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380, that the CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG is inviting any alternative proposals from private
developers or any persons interested in providing an alternative proposal
undertaking the lease/purchase and development of the site compatible with
the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area plan. Proposals
must be delivered not later than 10:00 A.M. (ET), September 9, 2020 to City
of St. Petersburg, Real Estate & Property Management, Municipal Services
Center, One – 4th Street North-9th Floor, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701.
Preferred method of proposal delivery is via email to Dennis Weber,
Real Estate Coordinator, at dennis.weber@stpete.org. Proposals received
after the specified time and date for any reason will NOT be considered.
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG shall consider all qualified proposals and
may accept such alternative proposal as it deems to be in the public interest.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last Saturday, Aug. 15, C.
C. Ministries, Community
Empowerment Alliance
(CEA) hosted a back-toschool backpack giveaway
in the parking lot of the
Enoch Davis Center. More
than 240 backpacks with
school supplies were distributed to aid children of
the community in their return to school.
Some will return to the
traditional classroom, and
others will be seated at the
dining room table in front of
computers; however, they
will all need basic school
supplies in order to be successful.
Cynthia Coney, founder
of CEA, said their goal is “to
be a helping hand to the
community by putting love
into action,” and fulfilling

some of those needs.
All volunteers at the
drive-thru event wore
masks, and social distancing was practiced. The children received backpacks,
school supplies, Christian
literature, coloring books
and more. Many families
stopped to express their
sincere thanks for the help
they received.
“It was such a blessing
to be a blessing to so
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many,” said Coney. “As a
ministry, we are just grateful to God for all the corporate sponsorship (funding
and in-kind contributions)
and volunteers who made
this event possible because
it is in their hearts to help
others.
Families that arrived
too late to receive a backpack received love, a free
Glory Train coloring book
and free ice pop.
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Tote bag sheds light on Black connection to the ocean and
taking care of the earth
By Nicole Slaughter
Graham
Staff Writer
TAMPA BAY – Black
Lives Matter. Sustainability.
Empowerment of women.
Human connection to the
water.
With the creation of a
single tote bag, Gigi Lucas
and Brianna Kilcullen hope
to bring awareness to these
and other issues in society.
After relocating back to
Jacksonville after college,
Kilcullen, founder of Anact,
was in full startup mode,

with little time for making
friends.
“A friend of mine who
was helping me with social
media marketing told me
about a photographer
named Malcolm (Jackson)
and told me that he was a
person she could see me
being friends with,” Kilcullen said.
Kilcullen started following Jackson on social media
and reached out. The two
became friends and eventually worked on a project together for her company,
which is a sustainable tex-

Gigi Lucas, founder of SurfearNEGRA,
started her organization in an effort to
bring girls into the sport of surfing.

tile organization that focuses on using hemp to
make towels and occasionally, tote bags.
Through their friendship and Jackson’s photo
series called “The Black
Beach,” Kilcullen learned
of another Jacksonville resident she knew she wanted
to meet: Gigi Lucas.
“I saw one of his photos
of her and learned about
her organization and was
like, well, that’s someone I
need to be friends with,
too.”
Lucas, the founder of
SurfearNEGRA, started
her organization to bring
girls into the sport of surfing. A woman with a lifelong connection to the
ocean, Lucas wanted to find
a way to help break down
the barriers that keep
Black people, and especially Black girls, from the
water.
“I grew up in Tampa,
and my parents raced catamarans,” Lucas said. “From
a very early age, we were in
swimming lessons, and my
dad was always talking to
us about ocean safety.”
Surfing, though, never

crossed her mind.
“I never considered
surfing as an option because I never saw anyone
who looked remotely like
me doing it.”
It wasn’t until she was in
her mid-thirties that Lucas
had the opportunity to try
surfing, and from that very
first lesson, she said, the
connection to the sport was
undeniable.
“I knew I had to work
my life around surfing,” she
said.
She picked up her life in
New York to move to Jacksonville, which created an
opportunity for Lucas and
Kilcullen to meet and eventually work together.
“I reached out to Gigi to
see how we might be able
to collaborate and work together, and then COVID-19
hit,” Kilcullen said. “But we
reconnected in May and
figured out how we could
shed light on the work we
were doing, especially in
this time.”
With COVID-19 raging
on and then the murder of
George Floyd, the two
founders knew they wanted
to create something that
had meaning and would
support the Black Lives
Matter movement.
“We felt like the tote bag
was relevant to the time and

mirrors all of our goals,”
Kilcullen said.
On one side of the bag
is Lucas’s photo with her
surfboard, standing on
American Beach.
The
photo was taken by Jackson. American Beach is a
30-acre stretch of shoreline
on Amelia Island that was
purchased by Black insurance agency owner A. L.
Lewis, in the 1930s.
For several decades, as
segregation and Jim Crow
laws ravaged the South,
American Beach was the
only beach too which Black
people had access. The
other side of the bag dons a
poem written by Lucas.
The showcasing of a
Black woman and her surfboard is a powerful symbol,
said Lucas.
“Even though there is
this swell of more Black
women in the space of surfing that serve as inspiration, I knew there needed
to be a bridge between
what people saw as possible
and what was actually possible.”
That starts, Kilcullen
said, with representation.
“If you can’t see her, you
can’t be her.”
Black Lives Matter is
the primary cause promoted and supported
through the limited edition

Brianna Kilcullen,
founder of Anact.
tote, Kilcullen said, but it is
also much more.
“Farmers need a cash
crop and we really believe
hemp could be that crop,”
said Kilcullen. “We’re lucky
in that with the climate
here, we can grow yearround, but farmers don’t
necessarily know who the
market is for something
like hemp.”
Anact, she said, shows
Florida farmers that sustainable textile companies like
hers provide the market.
Because it is made of
mostly hemp, the bag also
saves about 236 days of
drinking water, as hemp
only requires about oneeighth the amount of water
to grow that cotton requires.
The tote bag, Kilcullen
said, was a deliberate
choice made by the two
women to bring light to important causes.
“The goal is to solve
problems and raise awareness, not just create stuff,”
she said. “I love the concept
of people getting to wear
their values.”
The profits from the
sale of the tote bags will
help send Black girls to
surf camp through Lucas’
organization. It sells on the
Anact website for $35.
Visit www.anact.com for
more information.

VISIT THE USF ST. PETERSBURG CAMPUS
Can’t make it to our beautiful St. Petersburg campus yet?
Explore from wherever you are with our NEW interactive virtual tour!
Visit our website to check it out and learn more about our campus community.

usfsp.edu/tours
READY TO APPLY? Visit usfsp.edu/apply

COMMUNITY NEWS
4

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2020

www.theweeklychallenger.com

The Weekly Challenger

COVID-19 survivor fights back
and volunteers for MASK UP!
ST. PETE campaign
ST. PETERSBURG –
“I thought the risk of a
homeless person with
substance abuse issues
contracting COVID-19
was low. They live in the
woods, under shelters
and are not mingling in
mainstream society,” said
Katrina Tucker.
Tucker is the manager of WestCare Turning Point, a homeless
shelter for persons with
substance abuse issues.
She has dedicated her
life to substance abuse
treatment after becoming
clean and sober 33 years
ago. On April 3, WestCare was quarantined for
14 days because Tucker
tested
positive
for
COVID-19.
“It was as if COVID19 had touched me personally,” said Dr. Katurah
Jenkins-Hall, co-founder
of MASK UP! ST. PETE
and older sister of Katrina. “When I think about
my ‘why’ for working
hard to eliminate the
spread of COVID-19, I
think of my own family
and friends in 33705,
33712, and 33711,” she
reflected.
Just two years apart
in age, Katurah and Katrina were often treated
like twins as children
growing up together:
named alike, dressed
alike, hair styled alike.
“Though younger,
Katrina always led the
way,” said Jenkins-Hall.
“She learned to ride a
bike, swim and drive before I did. Anything involving a risk, she did it
before I did.”
As fate would have it,
Katrina’s risk-taking also
included the early use of
alcohol and drugs, which
led to a life of addictions

in her 20s. Today, Katrina
has a more conservative
lifestyle with almost 33
years of sobriety and
working to help others
stay clean and sober one
day at a time, including
homeless people.
“It was hard to believe she now would
show us how to survive
this novel coronavirus,
one day at a time,” asserted Jenkins-Hall.
“Katrina has always
been my secret hero who
inspires me to be courageous.
I’ve
always
thought of myself as her
protector and encourager. ‘Let’s get that college
degree!
Let’s
become a certified addiction professional.’ Together we worked to
achieve these goals.
“When I learned she
had COVID-19, my heart
broke because I had
failed to protect her. This
false illusion of protecting Katrina from the vicissitudes of life once
again reared its powerless head. All I could do
was to hold space for her,
and encourage her, as
she
mustered
her
courage to speak in a
weak voice, reporting
daily how she was doing,

always exuding gratitude,” Jenkins-Hall said.
For 21 days in April,
Katrina was in survival
mode with fevers, indescribable aches and pain,
little sleep, no appetite,
little food and no energy.
For 21 days, Jenkins-Hall
prayed and cried for her.
She held her close in virtual spaces, while forced
to keep her distance.
Today, Katrina is
healthy and strong again.
In fact, she has returned
to work and has clearly
stated convictions about
following CDC protocols
— so much so that she
volunteered to assist with
the MASK UP! ST. PETE
campaign. On Saturday,
Aug. 15, the campaign
extended its outreach
into the 33711 zip code,
and six volunteers from
WestCare Turning Point
distributed 2, 500 masks
in one and a half hours
on the corner of
34th Street and Fifth Avenue South.
Katurah and Katrina
worked together again,
this time to reduce the
spread of COVID-19 in
the community. When
told she might see homeless people on the corner
in need of her services,
Katrina simply said,
“We’ll be sure to give
them masks.”
Since COVID-19 arrived in the U.S. earlier
this year, the virus has
sickened more than 5
million Americans and
claimed at least 167,000
lives. In Pinellas County,
the numbers were high
enough in three zip
codes to render the
county in the red zone.
Thanks to policies regarding face coverings in
Pinellas and outreach
projects such as the
MASK-UP! ST. PETE
campaign, the number of
new infections is now decreasing.

Fast-Traackk
your degggre
reee
SPC’s Downtown and Midto
own
FHQWHUVDUHRHULQJDXQLTXH
Express SessionWKDWDOORZV\RX
to take four classes and ea
arn
12 credits LQMMXVW 12 weeks!

For more information, email:
Downtown – trujillo.angela@
@spcolleg
ge.edu
Midtown – cuthbertson.takitta@spco
ollege.edu

Begins Sept. 14
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Allendale United Methodist Church plans
to fight voter suppression
BY NICOLE SLAUGHTER
GRAHAM
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –At a
recent church council
meeting, Rev. Andy Oliver
of
Allendale
United
Methodist Church proposed that the church staff
and congregation focus on
fighting voter suppression
until Election Day on Nov
3. The response, Oliver
said, was clear.
“Members of the congregation said that there’s
no more important work
that we could be doing
right now,” he said.
From GOP leaders
blocking former felons
from voting, despite the
passing of Amendment 4,
to the mishandling of ballots in several Florida counties over the years, voter
suppression is arguably the
most important issue at
hand during this general
election year, said Oliver —

and it’s an issue that disproportionately affects Black
and brown communities.
Allendale will partner
with Common Ground
Project, a nonprofit advocacy group.
Common Ground Project’s advocacy work is currently focused on voter
education,
combatting
voter suppression and the
importance of filling out
the census. To further their
cause, the nonprofit looks
to local community leaders
and organizers to help
spread awareness and educate people within those
communities.
“There are folks that
are already doing a lot of
work within the communities,” said Lisa Perry, one
of Common Ground Project’s co-directors. “We
look at who is doing the
work, and we invest in
those local grassroots
groups that know their
communities rather than

relying on someone from
outside who might come
in.”
One such organization
is Faith and Public life,
which is “an organization of
clergy and faith leaders”
who “fight to advance just
policies at the state and federal level,” according to
their website.
Right now, Faith and
Public Life is run out of
north Florida. Perry is hoping to create a bridge to
bring the organization’s
presence down through
central and south Florida
as well.
Allendale’s social justice work aligns with the
mission of Faith and Public
Life, Perry said, making
Oliver and his congregation a good fit for a partnership to spread awareness
on voter suppression
through central Florida.
Oliver said Allendale’s
program staff will dedicate
all of its working time from

now until the General
Election to combating
voter suppression with the
help of Common Ground
Project’s resources and
guidance.
Thersa Frost, one of Allendale’s three program
staff members, said she
and her two colleagues,
Faniel Pradel and Tori Edwards, along with Oliver,
will work on outreach and
education.
“The majority of my
time from now until the
election will be reaching
out to other churches and
volunteers,” she said.
“We’re also hoping the congregation will get involved
with making phone calls
and pledging to vote.”
The goal, Frost said, is
to organize 500 volunteers
along the I-4 Corridor to ensure voters in central
Florida are engaged, know
their voting rights, and are
able to vote when the time
comes. Volunteers will col-

lect voting pledges and
keep in touch with voters
until Election Day. Whether
it’s a mask or a ride that a
voter needs, Allendale will
work
with
Common
Ground Project to ensure
those needs are met.
Allendale’s current mission to fight voter suppression serves as a way for the
congregation to live out its
faith, Oliver said.
“When specific parts of
the community are systematically attacked and denied a right — in this case,
the right to vote — we have
to all stick together to protect each other’s rights,”
Oliver said. “As people of
faith, this is one way that

Rev. Andy Oliver,
United Methodist
Church
we love our neighbor —
by making sure that our
neighbor who’s vote is
being challenged has equal
access to the polls.”

CONNECT WITH US!
Increasing equity within Pinellas’ Spanish-speaking communities
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

PINELLAS COUNTY –
“Equity Now” is the Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg’s bi-monthly radio
show broadcast at 10:30 on
Saturday mornings over on
WTMP 1150 AM. Hosted
by Carl Lavender, the
Foundation’s chief equity
officer, the program engages community stakeholders in conversations on
issues that are vital to
health and race equity in
Pinellas.
Last Saturday’s program focused on equity issues facing the region’s
Spanish-speaking communities with Jessica Estéves,
co-founder of Estrategia
Group, an organization that
cultivates inclusive leadership and community engagement
through
management consulting,
education, and development.
Born in New York and
raised in the Dominican
Republic, Estéves has
more than 20 years of experience developing and implementing educational
and organizational initiatives that foster equitable
spaces and help create

thriving local and international communities.
Lavender began the
conversation by asking Estéves to clarify the correct
terminology non-Spanish
speakers should use when
discussing Spanish-speaking populations, referring
to a variety of terms used
over the years, including
“Latinx” and “Hispanic.”
”As many of us have
been involved in this work
of relationship building,
thinking about the word
Latinx continues to be part
of the narrative journey,”
Estéves noted, referring to
the “naming milestones”
that Spanish-speaking communities have experienced.
“I think the short answer
is, ask the person or the
group you engage in what
they prefer.”
Since
Latinx
has
emerged to be a genderneutral term, Estéves said
it presented an alternative
to the male-gendered
“Latino” and the feminine
gendered “Latina.” This impulse, she offered, actually
“emerged to expand the
circle of human connection, expand the narrative.
But like every narrative, it’s
also very personal.”
According to Estéves,

the
term
Hispanic
emerged in the 1980s census as a way to “imagine” a
community that included
all Spanish speakers, including those immigrants
from Latin America who
lived in the United States.
But, she said, many rebelled against the term.
“I remember growing
up during that time; it was
like, we do not want this imposed term by the government. So, then we went to
Latino because we wanted
to elevate the language.”
But usage of the term
Latino eventually led to the
question: “Where are the
women in that?” she said.
While the terminology
has continued to evolve,
Estéves said most Spanish
speakers prefer to self-identify based on their ethnic
culture. She encouraged
people to ask, “How do you
identify yourself?” and to
remain fluid with the terminology, leaving space for
people to call themselves
Latinx, Latino, or Hispanic
based on their preference.
In discussing issues facing Spanish-speaking communities, Estéves listed
access as the primary problem, referring to the almost
“subterranean” and invisi-

ble communities that
struggle with having access to the services that
they need.
“There is a vulnerable
elder population, especially
with COVID-19,” she acknowledged, as well as
those in the community
who suffer from the systemic disparities in care
often experienced in Black
and Brown communities.
She also noted that language proficiency, proficiency around issues of
physical, mental and emotional health, access to
green spaces, and access to
eldercare continue to be
difficult to navigate and access for those who may understand English, but
would prefer to engage in
their own native Spanish
language.
Lavender also asked
Estéves to speak on the
ways in which living under
racism, especially in the
South, impacts the communities she works with. She
agreed that the issues presenting
Black/African
Americans have important
consequences in Latinx
communities as well. But,
she said, in her experience,
most Latinos and Latinas
do not self-identify around

Carl Lavender
the issue of race, which she
linked to the impact of
being “colonized.”
“Some keywords that I
would put up first would be
anti-Blackness – which
should be a priority to address in our community.
And then secondly, white
privilege. Understanding
our color privilege,” Estéves remarked.
She also said that while
the concept of “freedom
and liberation” is an idea
everyone can relate to,
some people in Spanishspeaking communities cannot relate to police violence
against Black bodies.
“There are anti-Blackness attitudes that come up
and white privilege. But

Jessica Estéves
when I say, ‘state violence’
people can understand.”
She noted that people
can relate and understand
state violence when “police
immigration officers come
into someone’s home and
take someone away from
their family. They understand that there’s state violence in our communities
when our children are
being separated from their
parents. That they can understand.”
Estéves will be working
with the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg on
addressing issues directed
at increasing equity in the
Latinx community, including
hosting an upcoming virtual
convening in October.

A brief ‘science-y’ explanation of fight, flight or freeze, part 2
A Black psychologist’s call to action addressing the trauma of racism, murder, injustice and death in America
BY APRIL M. JACKSONJAMES, PH.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Do you remember your
10th-grade biology class
where they taught you
about your amygdala? Our
amygdala lives near our
brain stem, and it is one of
the earliest parts of the
human brain to develop.
Its job is to keep us alive
and safe from danger.
Specifically, the amygdala’s
job is to shut down our
frontal lobe, the part of our
brain that oversees reason

and executive function (our
frontal lobe is the last part
of the brain to develop
around age 25).
The amygdala makes
sure that when the bear
comes to attack you, you
are not analyzing the color
of the bear’s pupils. Your
amygdala makes sure that
your sole focus is staying
alive by fighting the bear,
getting the heck out of
there,
or
playing
dead. Fight, flight or freeze.
Unfortunately,
our
amygdala is vulnerable to

ongoing trauma. It can be
damaged. Repeated trauma
results in it telling us that
we are in danger even
when we are not. Sometimes this damage is so severe that it results in an
actual diagnosis: traumatic
stress disorder, or in its
worst form post-traumatic
stress disorder.
What am I saying? I am
going back to my psychological roots, and I am making a community call for
action. While we are demanding reforms at the police department and asking
for justice in the justice department when human beings are stalked and killed
by vigilantes or the police, I
also want us to place the
burden of assessment on
our medical, psychiatric,
psychological, counseling,
and social work communities to always — ALWAYS

— assess and make appropriate referrals for trauma.
We can integrate something as simple as
the ACES Questionnaire,
which looks at 10 key adverse childhood experiences that are correlated
with various health and
mental health diseases, including cancer and suicide.
We can ask specifically
about the symptoms of
present-day trauma (e.g.,
nightmares, avoidance behaviors, disassociation or
flashbacks, anger outbursts, reckless and destructive behavior, poor
concentration, irritability,
etc.) and when we find
symptoms, make sure that
we are making appropriate
referrals.
Recognize trauma. Assess for trauma. Make the
appropriate referrals in the
face of finding trauma

symptoms.
Our practice, Metamorphosis Life Revitalizing Center, is in the process of
expanding to create an ancillary organization (Metamorphosis Life Assist) to
increase the availability of
mental health care in our
community. We will need
the community’s help to be
successful in our endeavors.
Our counselors maintain full caseloads; we cannot take all the referrals
that need to be made. We
do not accept all the medical insurance available in
our community, and we do
not have enough counselors to address the totality of this problem. In other
words, this is not an advertisement for our place of
employment.
This is a movement
both locally and nationally.
In the next segment, we

April Jackson-James
will discuss what this psychologist believes should
be done within this traumainformed movement – this
movement of care.
Founder of the Metamorphosis Life Revitalizing
Center in Tampa, Dr. April
M. Jackson-James is a highlyskilled, licensed psychologist
with a passion for God, family, and family therapy. For
more information, visit betteronpurpose.com.
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The Gantt Report: Kamala cash
BY LUCIUS GANTT
Syndicated columnist

Congratulations to Kamala Harris, the first
Black person selected as
a vice-presidential candidate in United States political history!
I am proud of the accomplishment by the talented and qualified U.S.
Senator from California;
however, Black women
across America are literally jumping with political
joy about having a Black
woman who, if elected,
will only be a heartbeat
away from becoming
president.
Be happy for Kamala,
but don’t go to sleep and
dream that the U.S. government will change its
ways and automatically
begin to treat African
Americans with love, equality, justice and respect!
I know you don’t like
for me to write like this
but leave it to The Gantt
Report to tell you how the
government works. Race
and or gender have little
or no impact on what federal, state and local governments will do for the
masses of Black people.
Governing in America
is all about the MONEY!
Can I prove it? Yes!
If you don’t know, the
only thing that elected officials must do is to divide,
or appropriate, taxes, fees,
fines and other government revenue.
Who will get more
government jobs, contracts, tax breaks, and opportunities to participate
in million and billion dollar purchasing transactions? You know the
answer.
Kodak recently got a
$750 million government
loan orchestrated by the
Trump administration.
Name the Black company
that got a $750 million
loan from the United
States government. Black
businesses don’t even get
that kind of government
business in Tyler Perry’s
Hollywood movies and
television shows like “The
Oval.”
OK, what does money
for Blacks have to do with
Kamala Harris and Joe
Biden?
Well, the president
and vice president have
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How long must racial injustice be
tolerated?
BY DR. RICARDO DAVIS
Contributor

some input about government spending, but the
federal
government’s
purse strings are supposed to be held by Congress. Members of the
United States House of
Representatives and Senate vote on federal budgets and the president
signs or vetoes appropriation bills.
Follow me. Biden and
Harris do control their
campaign funds, Democratic National Committee funds, and they
influence other Democratic spending sources
such as House and Senate
“Victory” funds.
Still with me? Fortyeight hours after Harris
was selected as the vice
presidential
running
mate, the Biden-Harris
campaign raised $48 million! A lot of that money
came from campaign contributions
made
by
African
Americans,
Asians, Jamaicans, Hispanics and other nonwhite contributors.
Perhaps, Biden and
Harris will spend 20 or
more million with Black
companies that can deliver the extraordinary
Black voter turnout that
the Democratic Party candidates need to offset the
purging, voter suppression, postal service fraud
and false political advertising that we all know is
coming to keep racists in
the White House.
Or, will Biden and
Harris be as quiet as a political church mouse and
eventually say, “Blacks
will vote Democratic anyway so we should give the
millions of dollars that
Blacks and other minorities contribute to Democratic candidates to highly
paid, historically losing
white consultants that
don’t have a clue about

how to make all Black voters, men and women,
equally enthusiastic about
a change in government?”
A new political day
starts today. If the Democratic Party is inclusive —
like Democrats say it is or
will be — then utilize the
political talent, skill, and
expertise that is available
to the Democratic Party if
the Party wants to win.
Again, any Negro
won’t do. Plantation house
Negroes couldn’t free the
slaves, neo-colonialists
didn’t stop the colonization of Africa and the
Caribbean and headscratching, buck dancing
and grinning people with
melanin will not convince
wise and knowledgeable
Black women and men to
trust government or politics to insure Black
progress in America.
One final thing. When
I began my professional
media career at WSB-TV
in Atlanta in 1968, the station hired me and two
other Black men. From
day one, we all stood up
and spoke out about the
need for media companies to hire Black women.
Today, looking for
Black men in media and
in politics is like searching
for a needle in a haystack.
Black women, you are
now the “flavor of the day”
in business and politics.
Sisters, please reach out,
grab the hands of qualified Black men and pull
them up with you as they
fought to support your
rise and come up!
Black people united
will never be defeated or
exploited.
Kamala, tell Democrats to spend money contributed by Blacks with
Black businesses and
Black professionals if you
truly want to win on Election Day.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The question has been
raised before throughout
our history and our experiment with societal integration. During the debate on
the now infamous Brown
decision in 1954, one of the
questions raised was
whether we should consider separate schools for
Blacks and whites, and instead focus on equitable
distribution of school resources, to achieve equality (or equity).
Even
in
Pinellas
County’s history, there
was some discussion
around splitting the School
District at Ulmerton Boulevard, creating a north and
south district. These ideas
were not given considerable merit at the time because of the court’s
conclusion that “separate
schools were inherently
unequal.” a finding that
some Black scholars question to this day.
However, it drove the
current design, which continues to reflect that Black,
Hispanics, and poor whites
are not receiving a comparable quality of education
when compared to more
affluent white students.
In the meantime, we
continue to observe the
lack of equitable progress
in education nationwide,
which should not be confused with any declaration
that all Black or Hispanic
students are failing in our
public school system.
There are many examples
of high-achieving Black
and Hispanic students
whom we should continue
to celebrate and encourage.
The proportion of
Black, Hispanic, and poor
whites, who are not achieving a comparable quality of
education, is, however, unacceptable.
Moreover, the continued and growing wealth
gap suggests that the
noble aspiration of equality
is still elusive for a disproportionately high number
of Black and Hispanic families.
So, more than 60 years
after Brown vs. Board of

Education in Topeka, Kan.,
and the passage of anti-discriminatory legislation of
the 1960s, Black and Hispanic communities have
grown further apart in an
essential determinant of
equality – wealth. Is the
wealth disparity an acceptable price for integration,
or the ability to sit physically in a classroom with
white students?
As a pragmatic notion,
60 plus years of educational history, and 400
years of racial inequality
will not be erased or overcome easily. Still, it begs
the question, where do we
go from here? I would suggest, partly in answering
the question, that Black
and Hispanics have been
paying the price for integration that is too high and
not sustainable.
The reality is not particularly newsworthy. In
1965, Congress commissioned the Equality of Educational
Opportunity
Study, as part of the Civil
Rights Act. James S. Coleman, a supporter of the
Civil Rights Movement,
was selected to do the
work.
Later in 1967, Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan
wrote and spoke about the
report produced by Coleman. The report concluded
that
the
achievement gap is influenced early in the child’s
life by race and socioeconomic background (or
poverty.)
Although education is
an influential variable correlated to wealth, we are
compelled by results thus
far, to continue to examine
other models to ensure
Black and Hispanic students receive a high-quality education. In the words
of Malcolm, “by any means
necessary.”
This could mean Black
and Hispanic communities
would take on more re-

Dr. Ricardo Davis
sponsibility for the education of our children in
some form. We cannot afford to be afraid to question
outcomes
and
experiments with educational attainments, while at
the same time, demanding
more accountability from
the public system that is required to provide a highquality education to all
segments of the community.
It is unrealistic to expect a modern-day redistribution
of
wealth.
Nonetheless, initiatives to
correct this imbalance
must show demonstrable
results in improving the
poverty index for Blacks,
Hispanics, and poor
whites.
Otherwise, we will continue to revisit this racial inequity throughout our
history, with unpredictable
consequences. And, if it
took another 400 years for
Black and Hispanic families to achieve parity with
white families, would that
be an acceptable time
frame?
Dr. Davis is a business
executive and entrepreneur
with extensive background
and expertise in business
strategy and management
in operations, human resources, risk management,
finance, facilities, and real
estate. He currently serves
as the Head Start/Early
Head Start Director for Bay
Area Head Start/Early
Head Start programs with
Lutheran Services, Inc.

Huddle in the Harbor helps women and girls succeed
BY NICOLE SLAUGHTER
GRAHAM
Staff Writer

SAFETY HARBOR –
When Kayla Worthy relocated from Orlando to the
Tampa Bay area, she
started looking for a community service opportunity right away.
“I’ve always had a
vested interest in working
with young women, and
especially minority and
underprivileged women,”
she said.
While scrolling through
Twitter one day, she realized
that Huddle in the Harbor, a
small nonprofit headquartered in Safety Harbor,
started following her. She

followed back and then
looked into the organization.
“I realized that their
mission really aligned
with my values.”
Not long after, Worthy
started volunteering with
the organization and then
moved onto the board,
and now she serves as
Huddle’s vice president.
In 2017, Huddle in the
Harbor began as a
women’s advocacy group.
Co-founders Kelly Nelson,
Bev Hall, Jackie Shepherd, and Melissa Farrell
volunteered with area organizations like the Mattie
Williams Neighborhood
Family Center and Oldsmar Cares. Through that
work, they found that local

L-R, Kelly Nelson, founder, Kayla Worthy,
vice president, Bev Hall, founder,
and Cara Nobles, volunteer

women needed more access to feminine hygiene
products, healthcare education, and a way to build
a better life for themselves
through career training.
Not long after, the
founders launched a
501c3, and Huddle in the
Harbor turned its attention to directly filling the
gaps for women in need.
The organization partners with other local
groups and organizations
like Oldsmar Cares, local
women’s shelters, the
CNA Academy, Black
Nurses Rock and the
Sonia Plotnick Healthcare
Foundation.
“These organizations
refer women to us when
they think we can help
them.”
That help, explained
Worthy, comes in a variety
of ways. Right now, Huddle in the Harbor has
three dedicated programs
to helping women: an education fund, a healthcare
fund and access to feminine hygiene products.
Healthcare access and
education, along with access to period products
and funding for education,
said Worthy, are basic necessities women need to
help them thrive and create a sustainable future.

“We first learn about
what our clients need, and
then we work really hard
to provide them with it.”
Most of the time, Huddle in the Harbor gives
women money for necessary medical testing such
as mammograms and STD
testing, funds for period
supplies, and grants for career training through career organizations like the
CNA Academy.
But giving out money,
Worthy said, is only a
small part of the support
the organization offers.
“We
want
these
women to know that they
are seen and heard and
that someone really cares
for them,” she explained.
Huddle in the Harbor
staff and volunteers show
their care by walking
women through situations
rather than just funding
them. For instance, if a
woman wants to partake
in career training, the staff
and volunteers walk her
through every step of the
process.
From contacting the
school or program to filling out paperwork to
meeting payment deadlines, Huddle in the Harbor works with its clients
to fulfill the various requirements.

L-R, Jenny Gentry, RCS Pinellas,
Shalena C., Huddle client and education
grant recipient, Cara Nobles, volunteer,
and R’kyah (Shalena’s Daughter)
“Depending on the
client’s needs, we sometimes have phone calls or
in-person meetings as
often as once a week,”
Worthy said.
Right now, the organization is reworking its education funding program
in an effort to provide
women with more options.
The organization currently partners with the
CNA Academy and helps
women get into the program there, but they’re interested in offering more
career variety.
More pressing, though,
is how COVID-19 has
shifted client needs, something Worthy said the or-

ganization is working hard
to address.
“Right now, our clients
need help with housing
funding,” Worthy noted.
“Many women are losing
jobs, and as a result,
they’re also losing health
insurance, so housing and
healthcare are concurrent
needs for many of our
clients.”
Huddle in the Harbor
plans to pivot as needed to
ensure they can best
serve their clients and
their clients’ needs. Right
now, Worthy said, that
means housing is just as
important as healthcare
and period products.
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Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
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Faith for Fatal Times What Will Faith Do in Fatal
Times?
Scripture: Matthew 9:1825 with verse 18 as the key
verse: While he spake these
things unto them, behold,
there came a certain ruler,
and worshipped him, saying,
My daughter is even now
dead: but come and lay thy
hand upon her, and she shall
live.
Pastor Brown suggested
that we can insert ourselves
into Matthew 9:18 because
there is something in all our
lives that is dead or dying. All
of us have something we’ve
come to Jesus with that’s in a
fatal state. The text shows us
that when fatal things happen
in life, we need to have faith
in those fatal moments to believe God can turn it around.
Aside from God everything
else will fail us at one time or
another. God will not fail us.
The answer to the question Pastor Brown posed,
were offered in three points.
First: Faith will give you the
confidence to change your
opinion. The ruler in verse
18 knew his daughter was
dead but didn’t accept that as
‘it’. He had faith in God as the
one with the final opinion.
He knew what it looked like,
but his faith said it was not
necessarily what it appeared
to be. Just as the ruler did,
we need to see what God
says and not see what ‘we

see’.
Second: Faith will give
you the courage to change
your option. We will never
change our option until we
change our opinion. Sometimes we need to stop listening to other people’s opinion,
change our opinion about
God and what he can do.
God can fix the broken. Our
new option is to appreciate
what we have and take all
things to God, because God
can may what was dying or
dead live again.
Third: Faith will give you
the capacity to change the occasion. Pastor Brown offered that before Jesus dealt
with the ruler’s situation,
God gave us a commercial
with the story of the woman
with the issue of blood
(verses 20-22). This ‘commercial’ shows us God what
God can do in other’s lives
and thereby increases our
faith. After the commercial,
in verse 25, we see Jesus go
into the room where the
ruler’s daughter was, told
everyone there with their funeral noises to sit and be
quiet. They were not helpful;
they spoke of death, but
Jesus was there to cause resurrection and life.
He
changed the occasion.
Sometimes we become what
our environment is. We can’t
change what people are, but
we can keep them from
bringing their negativity into

When Faith Meets
Frustration – What Will
Faith Do When Frustration
Comes to Us?
Scripture: John 11:1827. This text is the story
behind Martha, Mary and
their brother Lazarus.
Jesus had delayed his coming to Lazarus’ bedside, not
because he didn’t care but
that God would receive
glory from the situation.
Pastor Brown suggested that the cause of
our frustration comes from
weakness (we don’t have
the strength we once had
and others around us are
weak); frustration comes
from worries (we worry
about things we can’t
change); and frustration
comes from waiting (we’re
tired of waiting on many
things in our lives especially in these Covid-19
days). We should consider
that God may limit our wait
time when He sees that
we’re willing to wait. God
wants us to have faith to
meet our frustration.
In answering the ques-

tion ‘What will faith do
when frustration comes to
us’, three responses were
offered:
1. Faith will help us
face the frustration. Instead of facing frustration
we want to act like it didn’t
happen.
Jesus wanted
Martha to face the frustration of her brother’s death
and while Jesus wasn’t
there at the death of
Lazarus He was there for
Lazarus’ resurrection.
2. Faith will help free
our frustration. Martha’s
frustration
was
that
Lazarus was dead. She
now faces her brother as
she saw him dead and
bound. But Jesus said,
‘loose him and let him go’.
Jesus changed what was
frustrating her and gave
her freedom from her frustration. The faster we deal
with frustration the faster
we can be delivered from
them. God wants us to be
delivered but he wants us
to remember that He delivered us.
3. Faith will help you

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Women Wayshowers

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
our environment. We can
cause good to come our way
or keep good from coming
our way. There is more to
our lives than the moments
we’re in. Follow the example
of the ruler who had the capacity to change the occasion
from sad to glad.
We invite you to join our
live streaming service on
YouTube @ St Mark MBC
each Sunday @ 10:20 and
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
On Sunday, August 16 at
9:00 a.m. communion will be
offered in the parking lot to
those desiring to receive
Communion. Everyone is
asked to arrive before 8:50
a.m., place a sign with the
number of persons in your
vehicle receiving communion on your dashboard and
remain in your vehicle. At
9:00 a.m. communion service
will take place.

function over and past frustration. Martha had sat in
the house in sorrow, but
after her encounter with
Jesus we see her up and
serving those in the house.
Frustration will cause us to
stop doing what we used to
do before the frustration.
Faith begins on the outside. Martha is free from
her frustration and is up
and serving.
Many thanks to all who
participated in last Sunday’s parking lot communion
worship
service.
Thanks to the Deacons and
Deaconess in their preparations for the service.
And thanks for the Media
support in the parking lot.
For those desiring prayer,
please feel free to send
those requests through the
comments during the livestream service each Sunday.
We invite you to join
our live streaming service
on YouTube @ St Mark
MBC each Sunday @ 10:45
and Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

“And I will pour of my
Spirit on all flesh and your
sons and your daughters
shall prophesy (Acts
2:17).”
Most of the examples
of leaders that you have
read about in the Bible are
men. There are also female leaders throughout
the Bible. It is important
that we highlight the
women in the Bible and
study them. Women such
as Miriam, Esther, Ruth,
and Deborah were leaders
in the Old Testament.
Mary, Priscilla, Dorcas,
and Phoebe are just a few

examples of New Testament female leaders.
Your gender does not
qualify you or disqualify
from being a Wayshower
(Spiritual Leader). Being a
leader is about developing
the Christ within and
growing in the manifestation of your divine potential.
John, an apostle of
Jesus Christ, wrote a letter
to a “Woman Leader” who
was leading a church in
her home (II John 1:1-13).
He called her the Elect
Lady and celebrated the
love that she manifested

towards her spiritual children. John also complemented her on her
commitment to teaching
Truth principles that were
changing people’s lives.
Never allow your gender
to stand in the way of your
being a Leader. Do not
allow another person’s
gender to stop you from
following them as a leader.
Instruct young men and
young women that they
can be leaders and that
there is no limit to what
they can accomplish. Celebrate the women who
have showed you the way.
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Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Please touch us, Jesus
Please Touch us JESUS, and let us
know;
That you are near, so that we may
grow.
Please touch us JESUS, and cleanse
our hearts;
Let us love You forever, so we may
never depart.
Please touch us JESUS, heal us with
your care;
Let us be an example, so others may
be aware.
To be aware of the touch of Your
grace, goodness, Your kindness and patience too;
Please touch us LORD JESUS so that
we may always be, a reflection of You.
Please touch us JESUS, for we are
grateful for Your love;
Help us to show all others that miracles truly come from above.

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Please touch us JESUS, and touch our
family too;
Our fervent prayer is that they will
grow to always love and honor You.
Please touch us LORD JESUS help
keep us humble and learn to forgive ourselves;
Your touch blesses us with courage,
peace, strength and our precious health.
Thank you JESUS, for Your touch, yes
we do love You;
It is so amazing what your miraculous
and
loving
touch
can
do.”
AMEN
Mathew 17:7
“And JESUS came and touched them,
and said Arise and be not afraid.”
Matthew 14:36
“And besought Him that if they could
only touch the hem of His garment: and as
many who touched were made perfectly
whole.”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.
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COVID-19 testing locations in Pinellas County Pinellas Youth Advisory
Committee application
window opens soon
PINELLAS COUNTY – Visit the Pinellas Testing
website for information about what you should do if you
test positive or are in contact with someone who tests
positive.
Duke Energy for the Arts Mahaffey Theater
Free COVID-19 Testing, Regardless of Symptoms
Limit 4 people per car
400 1st St S, St. Petersburg
Tuesday – Saturday: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Check https://twitter.com/healthypinellas for updates
and availability.
Dept. of Health-Pinellas (DOH-P)
(specific location provided once
appointment is scheduled)
Monday – Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(727) 824-6900
BayCare - Ruth Eckerd Hall
1111 McMullen Booth Road, Clearwater
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 7 to 10 a.m.
Visit https://baycare.org/coronavirus/covid-19testing-centers
1-800-BayCare (229-2273)
CVS
Register and make an appointment at
https://www.cvs.com/minuteclinic/covid-19-testing.
Locations available:
• 1 S. Missouri Ave.,
Clearwater
• 30387 U.S. 19 N.,
Clearwater
• 1899 North Highland Ave.,
Clearwater
• 4000 E. Bay Drive,
Clearwater
• 2175 Main St.,
Dunedin
• 8905 Bryan Dairy Road,
Largo
• 15129 Madeira Way,
Madeira Beach
• 3771 Tampa Road,
Oldsmar
• 8001 Ninth St. N.,
St. Petersburg
• 1000 East Tarpon Ave.,
Tarpon Springs
Community Health Centers of Pinellas (CHCP)
Call (727) 824-8181 and select option 0
www.chcpinellas.org
• CHCP at Clearwater
707 East Druid Road, Clearwater
Thursdays: 5 to 8 p.m.
• CHCP at Pinellas Park
7550 43rd Street North, Pinellas Park
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 5 to 8 p.m.

• CHCP at Johnnie Ruth Clarke Center
1344 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg
Wednesdays: 5 to 8 p.m.

AFC Urgent Care – Clearwater
Free COVID-19 and COVID-19 Antibody Testing
Appointment required
1500 N. McMullen Booth Road, Clearwater
Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays & Sundays: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(727) 266-1266
www.afcurgentcareclearwater.com
AFC Urgent Care – Pinellas Park
Free COVID-19 and COVID-19 Antibody Testing
7101 U.S. Highway 19 N., Pinellas Park
Monday – Friday: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays & Sundays: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(727) 201-8585
www.afcurgentcarepinellaspark.com
AFC Urgent Care – Seminole
Free COVID-19 and COVID-19 Antibody Testing
11241 Park Blvd Suite A Seminole
Monday – Friday: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays & Sundays: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(727) 394-3828
www.afcurgentcarepinellaspark.com/seminole
AFC Urgent Care – Tyrone/St. Petersburg
Free COVID-19 and COVID-19 Antibody Testing
2241 66th St N St. Petersburg
Monday – Friday: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays & Sundays: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(727) 273-1700
www.afcurgentcare-stpetersburg.com
Doctor’s Urgent Care
Appointment required,
only with symptoms or exposure
34621 U.S. Highway 19, Palm Harbor
Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays & Sundays: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(727) 953-9888
www.yourdoctorsurgentcare.com
Your Kids Urgent Care – St. Petersburg
4040 49th St. N., St. Petersburg
Monday – Friday: 7 – 10 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
(727) 526-6483
Your Kids Urgent Care – Largo
12190 Seminole Boulevard, Suite A, Largo
Monday – Friday: 7 – 10 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
(727) 586-6483

PINELLAS COUNTY –
The Pinellas County Board
of County Commissioners
invites area high school students to attend the
annual Youth Advisory
Committee Virtual Open
House on Wednesday, Sept.
2 at 3 p.m. via Zoom. The
Virtual Open House will
provide students with information about the Youth Advisory Committee and ways
that students can participate
in local government. The
application window for the
Committee is open and will
close on Friday, Sept. 11.
Established in 2001, the
Youth Advisory Committee
(YAC) was developed as a
means for Pinellas high
school students to provide
the local youth perspective
to the Board of County
Commissioners.
YAC
members assist the Commission by helping to identify the needs of young
people, organizing youthbased activities that benefit
the community, and by becoming active participants
in County programs. Past
participants have increased
leadership skills, improved
public speaking abilities,
and grown a better under-

standing of government.
YAC seeks high school
students who are interested
in being community leaders
or learning more about
local government. Committee members have the opportunity to meet with
government officials, tour
county departments, and
government agencies and
work collaboratively on a
year-end service project,
which is presented to the
Board of County Commissioners.
• Virtual Open House:
Wednesday, Sept. 2 @ 3:00
p.m. – register in advance
with Zoom
• Pinellas students,
grades 9 – 12 (public, private & home school)
• Monthly meetings
during school year (September – May)
• Apply by Sept. 11 online: www.pinellascounty.o
rg/yac
Students interested in attending the Virtual Open
House should register for
the Zoom event in advance
at https://bit.ly/2XXMGB7.
Questions about YAC
should
be
directed
to yac@pinellascounty.org
or (727) 464-3568.

COMMUNITY NEWS
10

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2020

Gibbs 2020 Hall of Fame induction
GIBBS, from front page

Basketball team. She set
records and broke a few,
graduating in 1977.
Harrell pursued a career in insurance, where
she worked for 23 years at
Allstate Insurance Company. She also worked for
the Circuit Court of Pinellas County and other jobs
where she was able to help
the community.

Florida Memorial College
in Miami Gardens, where
he was awarded Freshman
of the Year in 1969. Outside of sports, Hilliard became a talented musician,
drumming for the Train
Robbers and Up-With Life
Gospel Bands.
Currently,
Hilliard
owns an electrical business
and is an ordained elder at
New Philadelphia Ministries. He is also the
drummer for the Voices of
Victory of New Philadelphia Ministries and UPWith Life Gospel Band.

where he excelled as a
pitcher. While attending
Gibbs, he played both football and baseball.
However,
it
was
Hooker’s immense talent
and passion for baseball
from 1956 to 1959 that
earned him the reputation
as an outstanding pitcher.

Accepted by his daughter
Evelyn Williams
Carolyn Harvell
She greatly influenced
her two sons to play
sports. In 2016, she experiences a tragic health event
that caused her to lose
some of her motor functions and is now confined
to a wheelchair. Both of
her boys accompanied her
to receive her hall of fame
honors.
Harrell has impacted
many lives over the years
by helping so many in the
community. She is now retired, but you will not see
her without a smile of face
while living the best life
she can.
Wayne Hilliard
Playing both basketball
and baseball during his
tenure at Gibbs, he earned
the most valuable player
award in baseball and had
the highest batting average of his peers, which was
a 426.
After graduating in
1968, he received a basketball scholarship to attend

Wayne Hilliard
Hilliard is also the vice
president of UP-With Life
Ministries of Clearwater,
where they provide housing and counseling to reintegrate ex-felons back into
society.
Married
to
Mae
Hilliard for 43 years, the
two have four children and
four grandchildren. He
continues to be a sports
fan, enjoying golf, attending Rays game, watching
football, basketball and
baseball on television. He
also enjoys celebrating his
birthday each year at the
Daytona 500.
Algernon Hooker
Born in 1939, Algernon
Hooker grew up on the
Campbell Park baseball
field under the tutelage of
Coach Jim Oliver, Sr.,
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After graduating in
1959, he accepted the challenge to pitch professionally in Western Canada for
the Summerfield Macs. He
later made the roster as a
pitcher in the Negro
Leagues for the Indianapolis Clowns in 1960 and the
New York Royals in 1961.
Upon returning home
to St. Pete, Hooker continued to play semi-professional baseball with the St.
Petersburg Braves and the
Oliver Alouettes in order to
be close to his family. After
several years, he settled in
St. Pete, where he retired
from the A.P. Hennessy
Construction Company
after 37 years of service.
Robert Jenkins
Born into an athletic
family, Robert Jenkins was
the quarterback of the junior varsity football team as
a freshman. He ran track,
competing in the 220 relays, the 50-yard dash and
hurdles. He also played
junior varsity basketball
under the leadership of

Robert Jenkins Sr.
Coach Charles Manning,
and in the latter half of the
season, played varsity
under legendary Coach
Freddie Dyles.
In his junior year, Jenkins played second-string
quarterback, and as a senior, he played quarterback,
running back and defensive safety under Coach Al
Campbell. He was acknowledged by the St. Petersburg Times, receiving a
Second Team Honorable
Mention.
After graduating in
1972, Jenkins joined the
U.S. Army and served for
three years. While in the
army, he played basketball
for the 25th Signal Infantry
Battalion. Once he left the
military, he received an associate degree from
Florida A&M University.
Jenkins worked in the
school system and for the
City of St. Petersburg
Recreation Department for
18 years. While working at
Wildwood Recreation Center, now known as the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson Center, he implemented serval
programs, including the
youth and high school basketball leagues and the
Women’s
Basketball
League.
Currently, Jenkins is
employed by the Neighborly Care Network Meals
on Wheels program at the
Sunshine Center site as
the site coordinator.

George Lancaster
A St. Pete native,
George “Pop” Lancaster
joined 16th Street Junior
High’s wrestling team in
its inception at the age of
14. The team went on to
participate in the Florida
Statewide Wrestling Competition with Lancaster
winning third place in his
weight class (96-98 lbs.). It
was the first time an allBlack wrestling team in
Florida wrestled and competed against white teams.
He joined the wrestling
team at Gibbs under the
tutelage of his former 16th
Street coach, who was now
training Gladiators, Coach
Roger Jones, and assistant
Coach Andrew Brown.

recent years, Lancaster donates his time to service
organizations such as the
Men of Yesterday, Today,
and the Future, a reputable
organization
making
strides in improving the
lives of young AfricanAmerican youth and young
adults in St. Pete.
Joseph Myrick
A St. Pete native,
Joseph Myrick, began
playing baseball, basketball, and football at the age
of seven under his father’s
guidance at community
recreation
centers.
Through all four years at
Gibbs, he played basketball and baseball.
In his sophomore year,
Myrick was named to the
second team All-Pinellas
County for baseball and, in
his junior and senior years,
was named to the first
team All-Pinellas County.
In 1987, he was awarded
Male Athlete of the Year.

George ‘Pop’ Lancaster
After leaving Gibbs, he
was drafted into the U.S.
Army and served two
years, with a tour of duty in
Vietnam. Once out of the
military, he attended St.
Petersburg
VocationalTechnical Institute (now
Pinellas Technical College) and completed the
Ophthalmic Lab Technician and later the Photography courses.
Lancaster gradually
built a reputation as a topnotch photographer whose
work has appeared in local,
national and international
publications.
He began helping people coming out of military
service and participating in
political and civic events. In

Joseph Myrick
Myrick continued his
education on a baseball
scholarship at Chipola Junior College in Marianna,
Fla., serving as team captain his sophomore year
and leading the baseball
team to a third-place state
championship finish in
1989. He went on to Valdosta State University in
Valdosta, Ga. As one of
three team captains for the
Blazers his senior year,
they finished with a top 10
See GIBBS, page 12
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Let’s be counted
BY GOLIATH J. DAVIS,
III, PH.D.
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Every 10 years, the federal government is required to count the entire
United States population
to include where each
person resides, and the
age, sex and race of all
persons counted. This
count is made by mailing
census surveys to residences for self-reports
and by dispatching census takers to non-responsive homes.
The man in the White
House is threatening to
cut the census short at a
time when we need an accurate count more than
ever. This fact alone signals the census is important.
Trump and his followers fear what is commonly
known as the browning of
America. In other words,
black and brown people
are projected to be the

largest numerical population. Browns will be number one, and Blacks will
be number two.
Race data compiled
through the census impact an array of programs
and policy decisions essential to the African
American quality of life.
Census data largely determine federal distribution
of funds to states.
Medicare Part B, as well
as Medicaid funds distributed to the states, are determined in part by the
census and impact healthcare availability for the
elderly, indigent, and noninsured members of our
communities.
Census data is also
used to distribute state
health insurance for children and monies for substance abuse treatment
and prevention. The data
assists with the formulation of disaster preparedness.
Emergency
management officials de-

cide where to muster resources and personnel
based upon population
concentrations identified
by the census.
Developers rely on
census data to determine
where to build schools,
hospitals, supermarkets
and housing. This is possible because the census
process
documents
where populations are
concentrated and the demography of the concentrations. Policy decisions
relative to affordable
housing are also influenced based upon the
data.
A census undercount
also impacts us in another
important way. The census count determines
reapportionment or the
re-evaluation of how many
seats a state may have in
the House of Representatives. States may lose,
add, or maintain representation as a result of population counts resulting

from the census.
Given the current
state of affairs in Washington, D. C., we cannot afford to miss opportunities
to elect lawmakers who
support and advocate for
our interests.
Census data is also
used to determine how
voting districts are drawn,
and many feel cutting the
count short by one month
will result in a white population overcount and a
Black undercount.
We have a significant
role to play. We must return our census surveys
and cooperate with census takers when they
knock on our doors. We
must not allow an undercount to occur because
we failed to be diligent.
The current occupant
of the White House has
no empathy or concern
for the needs of poor,
brown, Black, or any
group of people who are
not white and affluent.

Therefore, we must not
sit idly by and allow the
system to continue the assault.
More importantly, we
cannot and should not adversely impact our communities and the futures
of our children by sitting
back and failing to participate in the census or
other initiatives that may
positively impact our quality of life.
If you have not completed and returned your
census survey, please do
so immediately. If you
know others who have not
done so, please encourage them to complete and
return the document.
If a census taker contacts you at home, verify
their legitimacy, check
their credentials and cooperate with them. If, for
some reason, you have
difficulty with the survey,
please seek assistance.
I ask that everyone
adopt the slogan, “no self-

Goliath J. Davis
inflicted wounds.” In
other words, we must not
fail to vote, fail to be
counted, fail to advocate
for police body cameras,
fail to hold our local and
state elected officials accountable or engage in
other acts of failure that
ensure we will continue to
be marginalized and ignored.
Census 2020 is here.
Let’s be counted! We will
not have another chance
for 10 years and must live
with the resulting decisions for a decade.
Thanks so much for joining the count.

Mental health summit focused on ‘Healing While Black’
BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When COVID-19 forced
communities, schools, and
businesses to shut down,
Dr. LaDonna Butler worried about what it would
mean for her organization’s
annual Healing While
Black (Mental Health)
Summit. She knew the
summit was necessary and
decided the best thing was
to go virtual.
She worked the plan,
got the sponsors, set up
registration and hoped for
the best. It turned out better than she ever could
have imagined, with the
largest number of registrants in the event’s threeyear history.
“We had 1,075 people
register for the summit
with at least 232 people online during any session,”
Butler said.
The summit is held
each year in July, which
was once known as National Minority Mental
Health Month, but this
year became National
Black Indigenous People of
Color (BIPOC) Month.
The purpose is to provide a
safe space for attendees to
discuss their experience,
explore research and acknowledge the need for
healing.
“I can’t underestimate
the importance of the healing process. It involves
three important steps: recognizing, reclaiming, and
restoring healthy wellbeing,” said Butler, who is
also the founder of The
Well for Life and New Vision of the Well.
Both are organizations
formed to provide training,
alliance building, and advocacy around mental health
and well being to the community.
The event began with a
virtual pre-summit stretch
and various breakout sessions for attendees to participate in topics ranging
from using the arts to express the need for healing
to how public policy plays a
role.
The summit, hosted by
The Well for Life, in partnership with the University
of South Florida and the
Pinellas County Urban
League, took place during
the last weekend in July
and concluded with the
“Brown Girl’s Brunch,” a
virtual event for women to
discuss healing and the
struggles and strengths it
takes to feel better, as well
as “Live at the Grill,” a session for men to discuss
their own mental health

and the challenges that
come with admitting to
mental health struggles.
Butler, a licensed mental health counselor and an
adjunct professor at USF,
said she was humbled by
the turnout, with people
tuning in from California
and as far away as the
United Kingdom.
“We are now looking at
how we can incorporate
virtual next year as well as
in-person,” she said.
The wife and mother of
five went on to say that
while the summit may be
over for another year, there
is still work to be done.
She said she is currently looking for volunteers to help continue the
momentum from the summit and help her organization work on ways to make
sure attendees remain connected and have a safe
space to continue healing.
“That’s more than 1,000
people we need to keep
connected, who are interested in the work,” Butler
said, referring to the number of attendees. “We now
need to create an ongoing
community of support and
a network of national professionals, developing a
place for Black people to be
able to heal collectively.
That is what I am excited
about.”
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Activist and writer Tim
Wise spoke at the Healing
While Black virtual summit, delivering his talk “Not
Giving Up: Maintaining
Our Commitment to Healing & Justice in Unjust
Times.”
For people wondering
how to maintain hope amid
injustice and inequity, Wise
pointed out the difference
between hope and commitment, explaining that hope
is a very passive thing,
while commitment is active.
“It takes on actionable
qualities,” he said. “A commitment is about what you
are going to do...when we
have been traumatized as
people, whether that’s a
racialized trauma for Black
and Brown folk or any
other kind of trauma that
people experience, you
have to take an active role
in your healing.”
If you are a person of
color in this country, you
have very little choice but
to maintain commitment,
because if you don’t, “you
go under,” Wise said. But
in practical terms, there is
a choice. When you’re traumatized, he said, when you
are systemically marginal-

ized, it can be incredibly
taxing and tiring to get up
yet again and fight the
fight.
“Sometimes, it’s easier
to just keep your head
down and go about your
business and try to survive,
but not necessarily thrive,”
Wise said.
Sadly, many folks,
when they’re marginalized,
do “check out” from the
struggle because they either don’t have the energy
or the sense that anything
is truly going to change. In
turn, they give up not just
hope, but the commitment.
These days, there is
certainly much to be discouraged about, he said,
like the massive death toll
COVID-19 has taken on
Americans, and the fact
that Black and Brown people are 2.5-3 times more
likely to have died from
this virus, per capita. The
“authoritarian crackdown”
of peaceful demonstrations
we have seen in cities like
Portland, Ore., and others
is another reason for despondency these days —
namely since over 850
videos have surfaced of police brutalizing protestors
around the country.
“We’re not talking about
so-called rioters, we’re not
talking about so-called looters, we’re not talking about
people that are engaged in
any kind of destruction,”
Wise said, drawing an important distinction. “We’re
talking about peaceful
demonstrators.”
He underscored that
we could certainly become
despondent over the longstanding inequalities, not
just the recent ones that
predate by years and even
centuries the administration of Donald Trump.
These inequities will be
around long after this president unless we do something, he said.
“Inequities in wealth,
inequities in income, inequities in health, inequities in education,
inequities in the criminal
justice system. These are
not the creation of one political party,” he said, “they
are not the creations of this
modern era. They’re longstanding intergenerational
systemic problems.”
Wise asserted that if
the coronavirus had been
disproportionately affecting white people rather
than black and brown people, then much more would
have been done.
“If this illness had
been disproportionately
killing white folks, especially white folks with a little bit of money, especially
white folks that were in the

prime of their lives, especially white folks who were
healthy generally as opposed to those who have
pre-existing conditions...we
would have shut everything down, and nobody
would be talking about
opening back up!”
Yet because this pandemic is disproportionately
hitting black and brown
people, it’s acceptable for
white people with guns to
invade state capitols and
demand freedom from the
“authoritarian” stance of
keeping the economy
closed. Their view, Wise
said, is this: ‘We have to
open back up, it’s freedom!
My liberty is being taken
from me!’
“No, liberty is what
George Floyd had taken
from him,” he said. It’s
what Breonna Taylor had
taken from her. It’s what
Ahmaud Arbery had taken
from him. It’s not being
told to stand six feet away
from somebody at Trader
Joe’s. That’s not authoritarianism.”
In the midst of all this,
there’s still reason to maintain commitment and opportunity in this moment,
Wise said. This window of
opportunity is afforded because of young protestors
doing the hard work daily
on American streets, the
same work Rep. John
Lewis and others like him
did 60 years ago.
“We see right now the
largest racial justice uprising in the history of the
country,” Wise noted.
There are millions of
white people in the streets as
well, chanting the phrase,
“Black Lives Matter!” as
they have not been merely
embracing the slogan but
what is behind the slogan.
Yet as these whites may
have been awakened to all
this injustice this year, their
temptation to “hit the snooze
button” can be very strong,
historically speaking.
Though the murder of
Floyd may have produced
this cumulative effect we’re
witnessing these days,
Wise said he is hoping that
this outrage is something
bigger than that.
One conversation that
has grown in leaps and
bounds in the past few
months is the feasibility
of taking money from law
enforcement and instead
putting into trauma care,
mental health, education
and domestic violence
services.
“That conversation six
months ago? You couldn’t
get any traction on that,” he
said, “unless you were already working with people
involved in racial justice.”

Another talking point
that has been given more
attention, as a result, is the
paying of reparations, as
more people recognize it as
a legitimate conversation
worth holding. This and
other cries to the right the
racial wrongs have been
going on for some time in
this country, so what is different this time?
“For the first time, you
have millions of white people who are actually having
to ask themselves the kind
of questions about our
safety that Black folks always ask and that brown
folks always ask,” Wise
pointed out. “Questions
like, ‘Is it safe to go shopping? Is it safe to go to the
grocery? Is it safe to go to
the park? Is it safe to go for
a walk or a jog around my
neighborhood?’ Now for
Black folks, those are not
pandemic questions...Is it
safe to go for a jog around
the neighborhood? You
could ask Ahmaud Arbery,
but you can’t, and we all
know why.”
When you suddenly
find yourself vulnerable, as
many whites do these days,
it creates an opening for
empathy, Wise opined.
Wise also cited law professor Derrick Bell’s practical interest convergence
theory, where historically
white people have pushed
for civil rights for black
people only when it suited
the needs of both groups.
Then how does interest
convergence play out these
days?
Imagine
white
people who have a genuine
fear of the coronavirus,
Wise said, watching on television as armed groups
storm state capitols, calling
the pandemic a hoax and
demanding everything to
go back to normal.
“Some white people
might say of these folks,
‘They’re wanting to roll the
dice not just on Black folks’
lives, which I might not
have cared about historically, not just on brown
folks’ lives — as they lock
those children up at the

Dr. LaDonna Butler
held her annual
mental health summit
on July 31 and Aug. 1.
border in cages — which I
didn’t really care about —
they’re willing to roll the
dice on my grandma!
They’re willing to roll the
dice on my immuno-suppressed child! They don’t
love me either! I’m starting
to think they’re not on my
team. Maybe I’m on the
team that the black folks in
the streets are on, talking
about the need for guaranteed health care, talking
about the need for public
health as a right!’”
The need to take care
of the community as a
whole becomes key, so
white people then wonder
about the mentality that’s
been cultivated for centuries, which says that
there is a hierarchy of
human value based on factors such as health, age,
color and wealth.
“When you create a hierarchy of human worth
that says some people are
worth more than other
people,” Wise said, “what
ends up happening is, you
may think it’s only going to
affect those people on the
other side of town, but it’s
going to come back and
bite you.”
Wise pointed out that if
enough white people join in
solidarity with black and
brown leaders of this struggle, we can all begin to
make actual change in this
country.
“We have the capacity
for that,” he said, “if we
maintain our commitment,
as we must.”
To learn more about
The Well for Life, or to volunteer, visit www.thewellforlife.org.

Gwen Reese answered questions with Tim Wise
at the 2015 Stand Against Racism event at
Eckerd College.
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national ranking for Division II baseball.
He received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Criminal Justice, and later
earned a Master of Science
in Community Psychology
from Springfield College in
Massachusetts. Myrick
has enjoyed a 21-year career as a federal law enforcement officer and
currently serves in a management position with his
agency.
Married for 25 years,
he and his wife Glenda
have three exceptional
children: Dexter, Jeannette
and Jordon.
Raymond Newkirk
A St. Pete native, Raymond Newkirk, played
football under the direction
of Coach Campbell and
basketball under Coach
Dyles. Due to a leg injury,
he was not able to pursue
the NBA draft.

Club and was a member of
the wrestling team. Under
the urging of Coach Jones,
he competed on the
wrestling team in the 95 lb.
weight class.
Because of his strength
and quick learning ability,
Dandridge won the majority of his matches, never
being pinned.
After graduation, he enlisted in the U.S. Army and
later graduated from St.
Petersburg Junior College
and the University of South
Florida Tampa with a degree in sociology.

Melvin Dandridge

Raymond Newkirk
He worked for CocaCola for 36 years and at
Zenith Security for 17
years. Now retired, he enjoys fishing, traveling and
being a father to his three
children and four stepchildren.
Newkirk would like to
thank everyone who was
instrumental in his success
and life achievements.
Melvin Dandridge
Attending Gibbs High
School from 1967-70,
Melvin Dandridge participated in band, the Esquire

For more than 30
years, Dandridge was the
manager of Novell’s Market. He currently resides
in St. Pete with his two
daughters and one son.
Joseph Newton
A St. Pete native,
Joseph Newton, started
playing basketball in the
fourth grade. He attended
Gibbs between 1966 and
1969, eventually playing for
Coach Dyles. He also
maintained honor roll and
dean’s list status as he was
ripping it up on the court.
As a sophomore, he
was part of an undefeated
junior varsity team. During
his junior year, Newton
was promoted to the varsity team, where he played
a pivotal role in helping the
team reach the State Reginal Semi-finals.
As a senior, he started
all games and proved to be
an effective and fierce
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competitor on a highly successful team that won the
1969 Florida State Basketball Championship.
After graduation, he attended Eckerd College,
earning a degree in business management. Newton landed a job at Union
Trust Bank and eventually
left St. Pete in 1977 for Dallas.

Joseph Newton
While in Texas, he
worked as an underwriter
for an insurance company,
a minority business development consultant, and an
independent consultant on
several high profile projects in the Dallas-Ft. Worth
area.
Newton joined Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity in
1986 and has served in several capacities, including
president of the Dallas
Alumni Chapter, ArlingtonGrand Prairie Alumni
Chapter and the Tuskegee
Chapter. He serves his
community as a volunteer
with Operation LIFT, a program designed to eliminate adult illiteracy, the
Park South YMCA Board
of Directors and the Margaret Cone Head Start
Center in south Dallas.
He and his wife Margaret have two sons.
Bryan Odom
St. Pete native Bryan
Odom was a born athlete.
He was known for his size,
great hands, and unbelievable strength. He excelled
at Gibbs in football and

basketball.
After graduating in
1991, he went on to star at
Fort Scott Junior College
in Kansas for two years. He
then transferred to West
Liberty State College in
West Virginia.

Bryan Odom
Odom is currently employed by the City of St. Petersburg for the last 25
years. He’s married with
one biological son and
three stepchildren. In his
spare time, he coaches Little League Football, a job
he’s done for more than 15
years.
Arian Odom
Born and raised in St.
Pete, Arian Odom was a
recognized athlete at a
very early age. He not only
excelled athletically, but he
was also an honor student
throughout his academic
career.
Odom was a four-year
standout in football and
basketball while attending
Gibbs. While playing quarterback and point guard,
he was also known for this
leadership skills.
After high school,
Odom attended Miles College in Fairfield, Ala., on a
two-sport scholarship for
football and basketball. He
earned a bachelor’s degree
in secondary educationlanguage arts and has
been an educator and basketball coach in Pinellas
County for 23 years.
Odom married his

Arian Odom
high school sweetheart
Kimberly, and that 18-year
union produced three
beautiful children: Aria’,
Kimiya and Arian, Jr.
Walter Sims
Known as “Jookie
Red,” Walter Sims moved
to St. Pete with his family
as a toddler. He attended
Gibbs from 1967-1969,
where he was a member of
the football team.

a backup forward/center.
After graduation, Sims
joined the U.S. Air Force,
where he served in Vietnam. He is now retired and
the father of five adult children, 13 grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.
Darrell Woodard
Attending Gibbs High
from 1967-1969, Darrell
Woodard played football as
a defensive tackle and offensive guard. He was one
of three linemen who
started all three years for
the team. He displayed
pass-rushing skills that
dominated opposing linemen time and time again.
Not only did Woodward intimidate opposing
players, he even scared his
own coach. During the season final against St. Petersburg High School, one of
his coaches reportedly
said, “Get him out of there
before he kills somebody.”

Walter Sims
Sims was a standout
defensive end, and his
forte was getting to the
quarterback of the opposing team. As an All-City 1st
Team defense end, he was
elected captain by the 1969
defensive team. He was
also elected co-captain of
the team.
Working under Head
Coach Al Campbell and
Defensive Coach Syd
Campbell, Sims became
one of the best defensive
ends in Gibbs history. He
also played with the junior
varsity basketball team as

Darryl Leon Woodard
Woodward was also a
force to be reckoned with
as a wrestler, going undefeated on the mat. He was
also a member of the track
team in 1967 and 1968. He
made significant contributions throwing the discus,
shot putt and running 440
relays.
Woodward is recognized as one who made his
mark as a three-sport
standout for the Gibbs
High Gladiators.
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